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A Little Tiki Island History.
An Interview with Bryan Springer

by Jesse Castillo
Over time, I have spoken to several Tiki residents who have lived on the
island for 20-plus years. I have heard some interesting stories about the early
development of Tiki. I spoke with Bryan Springer about a little Tiki history.
Bryan is an interesting man. He was gracious to invite me over to his home
to talk about Tiki. I could write a story about his home with all the old submerged nautical wood that he retrieved and restored for his home flooring.
It is absolutely beautiful not to mention all the other unique nautical work
including an impressive collection of fossils.
As a kid, Bryan used to come to Tiki in the early 1960’s, to go fishing. Bryan
starts, “At the time, Tiki was basically a fishing camp. There was a soil bank
around most of the island with lots of little pot holes and a dirt road that
went down the middle of Tiki. There were two ponds on the island that
were actually, Well Pad Ponds. They had a gas drilling derrick in each one of
these ponds. They never hit any gas but the drilling companies set up the
ponds in case they had problems with the gas wells. There was also a gas
drilling derrick where the Tiki Island store is currently located. The dirt road
down the center of the island was used by the oil field people who were
working the gas wells. Needless to say, with all the heavy equipment that
traveled that dirt road, it was rough.”
Bryan continues, “People used to go duck and goose hunting on the island.
At the time, there were very few houses on the Island. Even though there
was a duck blind at the end of the island, some people shot geese off of
their front porch! There were weekenders and some people were living on
the island but no-one cared about the hunting. The houses at that time were
This photo
was taken
from Bryan’s
front porch on
the corner of
Bamboo and
Tamana.
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few, far between and small, compared to today. These people were basically
living in a marsh. After hurricanes, people would sell out and others would
move onto the Island and the houses progressively got bigger and the next
thing you know……someone would start….landscaping.”
I am sure many of you have seen the over view photos of the early days of
Tiki. The photos are located in Tiki City Hall. Well, Bryan knows the guy
who took many of those photos. Bryan tells the story as follows, “Gene
Kinsey flew his helicopter and hoovered over the few houses and canals
on Tiki. He took the photos straight down and through the side of his
helicopter while hoovering. Two to three days later, Gene would show up
at your door with an 8x10 picture of your house that he was ready to sell
to you. For years, everybody had Gene’s photos of their homes hanging on
their walls.” Bryan put me in contact with Mr. Kinsey. I spoke to Gene, who
is in his eighties, and very busy working on Film and Photography projects
in Houston. He has agreed to an interview and share some of his photos
in our November edition. He is an old school photographer and as a new
school photographer, I cannot wait to learn from him.
Bryan continued, “When I first moved here, whenever there was a party,
everyone was invited and it was great but, then came the politics.” I listened
and understood his opinions as I have listened to many other heated opinions on the early development of Tiki.
All I can say is that inevitably, as with any new community, there will always
be….growing pains. I would love to see the look on some of your faces
with my choice of words, “growing pains.” Yeah, there were heated issues
and opinions that are publishable and some, not so much. But again, this
type of growth has to work itself out as demonstrated in the following
article of my interview with Charlie and Brenda Everts.
Bryan concluded, “For me, the positive side of Tiki is that when I come
home from work and cross that bridge, my blood pressure relaxes. I know
that if I want to go on a midnight cruise, I can go downstairs, flip a switch
and the boat is in the water.”

A Little Tiki Island History.

An Interview with Charles & Brenda Everts
by Jesse Castillo

It was a beautiful mid-September morning as Charlie, Brenda and I sat on
their deck to talk about some, Tiki History. First of all, a belated happy 80th
birthday to Charlie and happy 34th anniversary to Charlie and Brenda!
Nice over view
photo of Tiki,
not sure of
the year

Charlie started, “I have always been a fisherman my whole life so I built a
house on Tiki and got myself a shrimp boat. Brenda was my deck hand and
every morning before day light, we were out shrimping. We moved from
Houston to Tiki in 1980 as part timers and then became full time in 1983.”
During their stay on Tiki, Charlie has served as Councilman and Mayor for
several terms. Charlie continued, “We decided to become a Village in 1982.
We voted and it passed by just a few votes. Prior to becoming a Village, we
were just Galveston County property. As a Village, we are now able to provide our residents with water and sewer services as well as law enforcement
and much more.”
contined on page 11

Tiki Island Mayor’s Report
We have been working diligently on the safety of our Bridge. The repair work
plans have been finalized and we will begin the bidding process during the month of
October. We will keep everyone informed and are excited about keeping Tiki Strong!

Welcome to Tiki Island Chapel
Whether you are looking for a place to call home,
or just visiting Tiki Island on vacation, we invite you
to be a part of our family here at Tiki Island Chapel.
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Come as you are! The dress code is casual. The “Tiki
Tux” (shorts, shirts and flip flops) is always acceptable.
Since its founding, Tiki Island Chapel has been
dedicated to making all visitors feel at home, regardless of their religious affiliation. Members of the
Chapel come from a wide variety of Christian faiths.
At Tiki Island Chapel, Communion is celebrated on
the first Sunday of each month and is open to all who
have accepted our Lord Jesus Christ as their Savior.

Sunday services are at 9:00 a.m. followed by
refreshments and fellowship. You will find Tiki
Island Chapel to be a loving and friendly place to
worship and hear God’s Word. Chapel services offer
a wide variety of music ranging from traditional
hymns to new contemporary Christian songs.
Weekly Schedule
9 am Sunday
Worship service
			
including Sunday School
			
for the kids

Upcoming Events
The Chapel Gala has been rescheduled for Friday,
February 23, 2018. Please save this date on your
calendar.
10 am Saturday
October 7th
			
Blessing of the Pets

6:30 pm Monday
Adult Bible Study
2 pm Wednesday Jesus’ Calling Ladies
			
Fellowship at 2 pm
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minimal safety codes or to save money. Each job, depending on what it is, HVAC,
plumbing or deck repair, requires multiple inspections and at the end of the job, if all requirements were
met, then the permit is closed.
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companies, builders, handymen and just about anything you need. We are here to protect you, the
homeowner. If you have any questions, do not hesitate to call and get clarification before you start
remodeling or making repairs.
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About the Editor by Jesse Castillo

You’re invited to our

First, thank you for all the kind words we have received on our first edition.
Thanks to our article writers, advertisers, Liz, Pam and all of our friends. It is
a team effort and it is your paper so please, give us your feedback on what you
would like to see in your paper, especially when we spot light our local Tiki
residents. It has been suggested to me to write a few words about myself as my
introduction to Tiki Island.

CHRISTMAS
OPEN HOUSE

Hello Tiki, my name is Jesse. I was born and raised in Galveston and I
have been living on Tiki for several years and I love it. I could write about my
resume but instead, it is amazing how the simplest things can change one’s life.

Saturday, October 21
9:00 am - 5:30 pm

During High school, my life was unremarkable until I had a life changing
event that totally changed my perspective on life forever. As a sophomore in
high school, I had a surfing accident where I almost drowned. So, when I was
offered a swimming class for my junior year, I said, No Thanks. My only other
option was a brand new 1974, state of the art, computer class at Ball High
in Galveston. At the time, I did not know what that meant but I took it, as
opposed to going back in the water so soon after my accident. I actually did
very well in the new class.
I excelled to the point where my teacher, Maurine Smith, got me an intern
job at the Marine & Planetary Science Institute of UTMB, as a computer
operator. It was a scientific think tank working on Planetary Plate Tectonics
and Lunar Seismology. I was surrounded by scientists and these guys were
not only an inspiration, they were fun and they made me think beyond all of
my previous thoughts. My life experience prior to this point was like being
confined in a dark room and then, all of a sudden, the Sun flows through and
you can see all the possibilities of life and the Universe. Too dramatic? Yeah,
it was, and it was great!
After college, I went to work for NASA for 25 years developing and conducting Space Shuttle and Space Station on-board systems training for Astronauts,
Cosmonauts and Mission Control Flight Controllers. This included developing
from scratch, the Space Station Emergency training program.

I am on the right, Me and my best friend Brad Strong
We developed the Space Station Emergency Training Program
It is wonderfully ironic that Science opened the doors to me about History,
Writing Music, Photography, Art and Writing about the Human condition.

Monday - Saturday 9am to 5:30pm
Sunday 10 am to 4 pm
2014 - 45th Street 409.763.4713
www.tomsthumbnursery.com

STS-47 Crew and Training Team. My first Space Shuttle Mission as Spacelab
Mission Training Lead
I’m in the lower middle with the big fat smile
We were so young and so blessed
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a host of other brands, patterns, and colors. When double rigging and
tying to a single swivel, one leader should be 18-24 inches and the second
10 to 12 inches. Live baiters using kale/croaker hooks should settle on the
number 2 or 3 sizes. When combining the artificial and the live bait, the
long leader is for the artificial bait and the short leader is for the live bait.

COMMUNITY NEWS

HOW DO THEY BITE?
Working your baits slowly along structures or bulkheads, you will feel
a solid thump. You should immediately pause any retrieve and in some
cases, free spool. Usually, a wait of 30 seconds or more is necessary before
setting the hook. If you have one that wants to run after the thump, let
him take line for 5 seconds or so before setting the hook. But the best
way to learn all the subtleties, is to wet a line. Minimum length limits
is 14 inches and there is no maximum length limit. Daily bag limit is
5 fish except from November 1-30 and December 1-14 when the daily
bag limit is 2 fish, and the possession limit is equal to the daily bag.

Tight Line Report

by Ted Dudley aka Tight Line Ted
Ask a person what they think
of the month of October and you
are sure to hear a wide range of
responses. For many, Halloween
comes to mind. Oklahoma vs
Texas football is an October tradition. Others think of Wurstfest
in New Braunfels, but Galveston
Bay Anglers know October is
synonymous with fall flounder.
Most consider flounder the finest
table fare in the bay. The flounder
run begins as early as September and accelerates through the
month of October. Jones Lake is
a major staging area for surrounding drainages. Reefs and flats in
the lake become loaded each day
with flatties as they prepare for
their mas exodus to the Gulf.

Get your mullet and get your Gulp and get yourself out fishing and get the oven ready; it is FLOUNDER TIME!

easy island
recipes

The silence of fall nights is often broken with the whir and roar of
motors and blades of airboats as they hunt the shallow flats for their
flounder prize. The Tiki Island Channel is a main choke point throughout
the migration. The bulkheads and surrounding shallows offer excellent
opportunities to catch flounder. It’s only a short boat ride to many of
the other traditional hot spots to catch flounder. The Galveston Channel
east of the Pelican Island Bridge is the main go to for a majority of those
chasing this fall prey. On the north side from the Texas A&M campus,
around the corner of the cedars all the way to Sea Wolf Park, you will
find boats and waders and those fishing from the rocks all there for a
single purpose and that purpose is flounder. On the south side of the
channel from the sulphur docks, the Galveston Yacht Basin, the finger
piers off Harborview, and the ferry docks are all dotted with fisherman
doing the same. The other side of Pelican Island, along with San Island
and the sunken barges near the Bolivar ferry are all nearby traditional
flounder pounder destinations. The north jetty boat cut has been serving
up stringers of flounder for over 60 years and continues to do so today.

Flounder
by Teresa and Freddie, Moorea Street
Take Fresh Caught Flounder, cut off the head and slice down
the middle of the back to the tail (not the belly side)
1 sleeve of Boudin
(Leos on Broadway is a wonderful suggestion)
1 Pint of fresh crab
Olive Oil
Butter

HOW TO CATCH ‘EM
Artificial baits, live bait, and combinations of the two have all proven
to be effective methods of catching flounder. All three styles of baits can be
fished singularly or double rigged. The two live bait choices most commonly
used are finger mullet and mud minnows. Carolina rigged, Texas rigged,
single leaders, double leaders, kale/croaker hooks, or treble hooks are all
effective terminal tackle methods to fish live bait. The same is similarly true
with artificial baits. Lead heads from ⅛ to ⅜ oz. affixed to soft plastics are
the most common. In recent years, the Gulp shrimp in the new penny or
white/chartreuse are two of the more popular choices. Some people prefer
l
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Prepare the Flounder for stuffing
Mix the Boudin and the crab
Place stuffing inside folds of flounder
Pour butter and Olive oil over the stuffing and flounder
Bake 400 degrees for 20 minutes
Bake another 5-10 minutes at 450 degrees
Serve with a Glass of “Inkblot” White from
Michael David Winery and ENJOY!
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UPCOMING
EVENTS

Hello Pumpkin!
October 7, 2017
9am - 11am

Pumpkin Carving Contest
Purchase Your Pumpkin &
Proceeds to Tiki Island Chapel VBS
Comiskey Realty & Insurance

Call now to reserve your pumpkins

409.935.0086
l
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Done in the comfort of your home!
Fine Furnishings | Wall Coverings
Accessories & Lighting | Area Rugs
Blinds & Shutters
Custom Window Treatments

Tiki Island Resident,

Vicki Rorison
832-585-2568

vrorison@decoratingden.com
www.decdens.com/vicki

General Contractor Services Inc.
“From concept to creation making your dream home a reality”

Kitchen Remodel BEFORE

25

CELEBRATING

AFTER

NEW Construction

YEARS

Monday - Saturday 9-5 By appointment | Sunday By appointment only

8400 La Porte Rd, Houston, Texas 77012 | 713-270-5300
l
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TRENDS
REAL ESTATE

Rainey Pool Company

We have finally made it to the fall
season. It is my favorite time of the
year yet, it is hard to deal with the
devastation of Hurricane Harvey.
by Pam Castello
As we move into Thanksgiving, it is
compelling to say that we have much to be thankful, especially here on Tiki. Jesse and I
have family and friends who lost their homes to Hurricane Harvey. Both of our moms
were displaced in evacuation. Jesse’s mom is 96 years young but describes her Galveston
evacuation to Dallas as an adventure. I’m sure Jesse would love to write that story.

New Pool Construction • Renovation • Service
Weekly Pool Maintenance

Our local communities have rarely experienced the devastation of Hurricane Harvey
much less the over whelming response of volunteers who helped people in need. This
just warms my heart to no end. My thoughts and prayers are with you.
It is a time for rebuilding. So, let’s address the reality of the situation. Do I put my
property on the market now? Yes, if you are ready to sell. This is a good time to list your
home. First of all, you will have less competition in the fall market. If you choose to
put your home on the market, let’s start by: cleaning those gutters, trimming back all
of the summer’s growth in your flower beds, clearing out your closets and getting your
heating and cooling systems checked out. Below are some statistics of previous years for
fall seasons. The
figures indicate
that family’s still
need homes during this time of
the year maybe
more so than ever.

Homes that have sold in the Fall Season - Single Family
8-20-2014 – 11-20-2014
Sold
Average Price
Galveston
183
294,394
Houston
5862
310,154
Tiki Island
16
486,719
08-20-2015 – 11-20-2015
Galveston
209
282,818
Houston
5428
298,554
Tiki Island
16
418,353
8-20-2016 – 11-20-2016
Galveston
202
294,194
Houston
5307
310,030
Tiki Island
18
447,844

281-338-1555
www.raineypools.com

October is Beast Cancer
Awareness Month

Tiki Island Sew Group by Pat Forke

by Pat Forke and Tyba Watkin

Please join us on Friday, October 6. We welcome all stitchers
from any surrounding locations. There should be plenty of room
for machines and hand work. There is a cutting board, design
walls, an ironing board, and a lot of light. Also, lots of help and
suggestions are available for your latest projects.
Drop your dish to share for lunch on the second floor.
We will gather on the fourth floor.

October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month. Here are some
interesting facts about breast cancer in the United States.
One in eight women in the United States will be diagnosed
with breast cancer in her lifetime.
Breast cancer is the most commonly diagnosed cancer in
women.
Breast cancer is the second leading cause of cancer death in
women.
Each year it is estimated that over 246,660 women in the United States will be
diagnosed with breast cancer and more than 40,000 will die.
Although breast cancer in men is rare, an estimated 2,600 men will be diagnosed
with breast cancer and approximately 440 will die each year.
On average, every 2 minutes a women is diagnosed with breast cancer and 1 woman
will die of breast cancer every 13 minutes.
Over 2.8 million breast cancer survivors are alive in the United States today.

Time: 10:00am
Place: Denise Parsons Tower House
Address: 204 Catamaran, Tiki Island
For those of you who need directions, it is the 2nd left after the
stop sign on Tiki Drive - heading towards Isle’s End. There are 3
blue houses on the left at the end of Catamaran. It is the Tower
House - the tallest one. The elevator is just inside the front door.
You are welcome to park in either driveway.

What can you do to help? Educate yourself. Support breast cancer research, free
mammogram opportunities and breast cancer support groups. Make sure you and
those you love have mammograms and are aware of other early detection techniques.

I’m looking forward to seeing you.
Any questions? Give me a call.
Denise Parsons Cell
713.824.8841
Pat Forke Cell
281.381.0933		
		
patforke@gmail.com

There are many breast cancer survivors on Tiki Island – one of which is long-time
resident, Tyba Watkins. Tyba was surprised at age 70, nearing retirement and with no
cancer history herself or in her family, to learn that she had Stage 3 lobular carcinoma
breast cancer. After a year of treatments, a roller coaster ride of emotions and a multitude
of prayers and support from her family and friends, Tyba is now cancer-free. Tyba is
convinced that her awesome doctors, the support of her family and friends and her
faith in God has brought her through this ordeal.
Tyba feels she is stronger and a more thankful person because of her cancer experience. If you are diagnosed with cancer, always seek out others who
have gone through this experience. Seek out cancer support groups to help
you through this journey. Tyba, like many cancer survivors, is always willing to
share her experiences and offer her support to anyone with a cancer diagnoses.
l
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COMISKEY CAPITAL
INSURANCE AGENCY INC.

WE LIVE where YOU LIVE
YOUR Home is OUR Home

Personal Insurance

Auto/Home/Wind/Flood/Jewelry/Boat/Golfcart

Commercial Insurance

Property/General Liability/Workers Compensation/Inland Marine/Auto/Bonds

COMISKEY CAPITAL INSURANCE AGENCY

409.935.0086
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Tommy Landreth by Tommy’s friends

It’s All about The Dash...
You have your birth date, a dash, and the day you died. What matters is between
birth and death and how you lived your life. Tommy Landreth was a man who
inspired and continues to inspire many people. Tommy lost his battle with lung
cancer on February 23, 2013.

Chapel. Listening to the activities that the church had going on, we decided that
we would attend the Bible Study class. Now you have to understand that we were
very hesitant about attending this class. Not everyone knows the bible completely
or at least that has been my experience. It is a
very complex book and I’m comfortable making
that statement because I have had several clergy
say the same thing. I told my husband that we
would go and if for any reason either one of us
felt uncomfortable, we would stop going.

Tim Holder
The first night of choir rehearsal at Tiki Island
Chapel, Tommy showed up and said, “I can’t sing,
but I would like to wear a costume!!” (Meaning choir
robe). His delightful humor made for very joyful and
uplifting choir rehearsals. He could not read music,
but was very adamant about getting his part correct.
I still have his folder from the Tiki Island choir, and
there are markings all over the music.......arrows
pointing up and down, rests with huge DON’T SING
HERE!! There were other wonderful markings to let
him know when and where and how high and low he
was to sing. It was this commitment to the choir that
made him such a very special member. I will always
remember his great, hearty laugh.

The class was not being led by clergy. This
was Tommy’s idea because of his need to better
understand the bible. He was not the teacher, he
was the “facilitator” as he often reminded us. Our
very first class we discovered that the participants
took turns, if they wished, reading from the bible
then we would have a discussion to see if there
were any questions. I thought “Oh, boy,” I’m not
sure about this.
Well, someone read and when they finished
Tommy said, “Can someone tell me what the hell
that meant?” Well, that did it for me. This was
my kind of Bible Study. At that point, we were all
very comfortable asking questions and we did not
mind if we did not understand what we just read.
Someone would research and bring the answer
back to class the next week. At times we did have
to go to the preacher to get an answer. It took us 5
1/2 years to read the Bible from beginning to the
end, reading it once a week. Tommy passed away
before we finished, but we were all determined to
finish in Tommy’s memory knowing how much
it meant to him.

Leonard and Jean LaSalle
Tommy Landreth loved his family, his friends, his
life, his dog, Ace, and he loved to laugh. He loved
having a good time. Some of you Tiki people may
remember the “old” Louie’s Bait Camp. It had worn
wooden floors, a shuffleboard table with a hole in
it, a 50’s jukebox with lots of Patsy Cline…another
of Tommy’s loves. One of Tommy’s favorite things
was to get with his neighbors, go to Louie’s, have a
hamburger, dance, and laugh. As my husband has
always said, “It was an honor to have been considered
friends of Tommy Landreth. We still remember him
with love.”
Mike Kennedy
Shortly after moving in across the street from
Tommy and Linda, we began the project of landscaping our yard. The design engineers (women with a glass of wine) were determined
we needed hills, yard boulders and big palms. On the day the first load of topsoil/
bedding mix was delivered, Tommy walked over and asked, “What are we building?” The “engineers” proceeded to show their drawings and describe their vision.
Tommy looked at me, rolled his eyes and said, “Well hell, I guess I better get my
shovel if we gotta build hills.” Every day for the next week, Tommy showed up
shovel in one hand, Coors Light in the other asking, “Well, where are we moving
the hills today?” Tommy was that kind of guy. If you needed to move a mountain,
Tommy was always right there with his shovel.

Mike Reiland
I am married to Tommy’s sister, Pam. I knew
Tommy as a friend, a brother and a business
partner. It is hard for me to put the loss of Tommy into a few words. We became
adults together and shared many thoughts and experiences as friends and business
partners for 30 years. When you spend that much time around someone, you learn
a lot about a person and you find bonds in many ways.
Tommy was a big personality. He was that person you hoped you would meet
in your life. He was fun and someone you could learn from because he was strong
and decisive. He was smart, handsome and full of energy. When Tommy came
into a space, he commanded everyone’s focus. Not because he wanted to be the
center of attention, in fact, that was the last thought on his mind. He was just one
of those individuals that people gravitated towards. We’ve all met those kinds of
personalities and Tommy was one of them. I think it was because you could feel his
strength and because he was able to relate with people of all backgrounds and walks
of life from shop workers to CEO’s. You felt like he had known you for many years.

Adren Sustaita, Tiki Island Police Chief
I have worked here in the Village of Tiki for 18 years. I have and still have a
great friend that will always be in my heart, Mr. Tommy Landreth. I would always
come in contact with Tommy at the Tiki store or when he was always working
around the Tiki Chapel. Despite doing work, he would always find time to stop
and talk with me. He would tell me stories about his life or about something he
was working on. Tommy always found time to talk with me. He would always ask
about me and my family to make sure we were ok and if we needed anything. He
said that he was always there for me. Tommy is a great friend and family to me
and I know he is in a great place and keeping a close watch on all his friends and
loved ones here on Tiki Island.

He was a fantastic golfer. Tommy was the most loyal friend you could have.
He would give you unconditional support whatever the situation. He always had
your back. Whatever help you needed, he was never too busy to give his time.
Pat Forke
I could never really see Tommy’s humor. To me, he was more like the perfect
big brother. I got to know him as we were elders and working together on the
building committee at Tiki Chapel. He never backed away from doing whatever

Bill and Becky Taylor
My husband and I were new to Tiki Island. We started attending the Tiki Island
l
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Tommy Landreth

First Annual Poker for Pets
Proceeds Galveston Island
Humane Society by Jesse Castillo

cont’d from page 9

Comiskey Realty, Comiskey Capital Insurance and
Customized Staffing raised $2700 for
the Galveston Humane Society

ERNIE

Stacey Christ - Customized Staffing & Comiskey Realty
Caroline Dorsett-Pate Director of Operations SPCA-Galveston
Liz Comiskey - Comiskey Realty &
Comiskey Capital Insurance

Winners First Annual Poker for Pets
1st Place Kay & Dave Smith
2nd Place Anna & Steve Zander
3rd Place Emily & David Wrinkle
Special Wreath Drawing: Sharon Crowder

ROCKY
First Annual Poker
for Pets First Place
Winners

The much anticipated 1st annual POKER FOR PET golf cart rally was set for September 2nd.
The day ended up being beautiful; however, most Tiki Island residents would spend it cleaning up
storm debris and helping friends and family deal with the soggy aftermath of Hurricane Harvey.
Forty-eight hours prior, Stacey Christ, the events chairperson pulled the plug saying, “It’s a hard
thing to cancel because I don’t want to let down the Galveston Island Humane Society.” Christ had
7 families lined up to host the Golf Cart stops. Christ said, “Players signed up quickly because they
love their pets… and a good party.”
Christ was determined to donate the full amount to the GIHS even though the event was not
fully booked and would not take place. She found the help she needed when she presented her
dilemma to Liz Comiskey. Christ said, “Liz’s generous donation covered the difference between
what had been raised so far and the full goal of the fundraiser.”
All of the prizes were donated so there was no overhead. This ensured that all money raised would
go directly to the shelter. Galveston and Tiki businesses were supportive and the prize baskets were
very generous. Since the rally was cancelled, all players and hosts were included in a drawing for the
prizes. All winners, prizes and donors were listed on both Tiki Island Facebook pages.

he could to help out. He listened patiently and offered
up some wise and experienced options. He called it
as he saw it and was never one to mince words. I will
always remember our last time together when he was
certainly not feeling well but he reminded me of all the
blessings he had in his life. Having him as a part of life
was certainly inspiring and way too short.
Mark Dell’Osso
As a child, I was mesmerized by Tommy’s labyrinth
of automated Christmas decorations. As an adult who
owns a manufacturing facility, I am humbled by the
ingenuity and skill of what it took to create them. It
wasn’t until after he passed that I got a chance to visit
his company and marvel at all of his equipment. CNC
machines, milling tools, everything you would need
to build a custom part for something. I had no idea.
I was always told as a child that he made rivets, this
was no rivet factory. At the brewery we are constantly
having to design and build mechanical solutions to
problems. It’s not uncommon for me to say to my
team, who had never met him, Mr. Landreth could
have built this for us…

Donors

Betsy by Design, Stationary Store			
Darci Halloway, Hair Designs				
Elena Sardovici, Author				
Gypsy Joint Restaurant				
Monsta Fishing Apparel				
Tangerine Boutique				
Serenity Dermatology; Dr. Bobbye Thompson, M.D.

Josh Gum (Galveston Urban Ministries)
Tommy was an incredible man who loved well. I
met Tommy when we had only been on the Island a
short time. He welcomed us and was quick to engage
in ministry with us as he shared a heart for empowerment and development. He believed in people and
that they had so much to offer. He was a man who
worked hard and stood up for what he believed. I am
grateful to have known this man.
Tommy’s Family
Tommy was a wonderful family man with a
magnetic personality. We were best of friends. He
was adored by all that met him, yet he was still a very
humble man. He loved playing golf, fishing and hunting but loved nothing more than being surrounded by
his “girls and grand kids.” Tommy and Linda moved
to Tiki in 1997. He was a faithful servant to God until
the end. It is all about, “The Dash.”
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Certified Customized Staffing
Tulle Creations by Vicki Reichel
Escape the Island, Live Escape Room
Modern Vintage Boutique
Nopalera Mexican Restaurant
Liz Comiskey Realty and
Comiskey Capital Insurance

An Interview with
Charles & Brenda Everts

Send Us Your
Photos!

cont’d from page 1

We are always looking for photos of Tiki,
Galveston and our immediate area.
Send your high resolution images (300 dpi)
to Editor@TikiIslandPaper.com.
Please include your name and if named, a
photo title.

Charlie continued, “Over time, there were so
many projects that he pursued and accomplished
with the help of friends. In the mid 1990’s, we
bought the upfront property from Galveston
County. This is where the Safety building and Park
are located. Then we were not sure where the
uplands started and stopped relative to the wetlands. We got the Army Corps of Engineers to
define the boundaries. Then we got an opportunity to get a lot of dirt from a pipeline dredge in
Houston. Once we got the dirt, we borrowed a
tractor and pushed the dirt as far as we could and
not impact the wetlands. We also created the area
where the Park, Chapel, tennis courts and Public
safety building are located. These are just some of
the many projects we worked and we mostly did
it ourselves.”

Hola!
Ceci caught this 23 inch flounder off her deck!
“I need to get me a scale to weigh this thing.”
Photo by Manuel Ferrira

Upcoming Events

Charlie concluded, “This is a very important part
of Tiki History for you to understand and appreciate. When you recently moved here, the total package was in place. I was lucky enough to be Mayor
at the time and be able to get things done. So many
projects were accomplished by the volunteer work
of individuals, small groups of people and the
donors who helped make it happen. This is our
legacy.”
On another level of Tiki History, Brenda emphasized, “At the time when there were a few houses
on the Island, when someone threw a party, everyone was there. This street here at our home
is known as, “Bacardi Triangle.” It was fun but
more importantly, everyone helped each other. It
is a family community. When our house burned in
2002, you would not believe the response we got
from so many people who wanted to help. We lost
everything including all of our photos.”

History of Tiki Island

Charlie followed, “The only reason we still have
the boat is because I was out fishing at the time. I
had on a Tee-shirt and a pair of cut offs and that
was all I had. People brought us clothes and soon
afterwards, I starting hearing, Charlie, your dressing a lot better than you used too.”

We are very much looking forward to
writing about, “The History of Tiki Island.”
Tell us your stories about those early days of development on Tiki.
We would love to scan your photos.
Need help writing?
We would be happy to help write your story.
Editor@TikiIslandPaper.com

God’s Girls
Bible Study
of Tiki Island
Held at Barbara Lewis’s House
1810 Port O Call
6:00-7:30 P.M.
Every Wednesday Night
This photo was taken south from Charlie’s deck
along Easterly drive in the mid 1980’s. The side
streets were oyster shell roads around our house.
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TIKI HOMES AVAILABLE
& WE HAVE MORE!

Call

COMISKEY

Today!
409-935-2039

| Featured Property |

1815 Port O’Call | $1,950,000

13-17 Hana And Main| $240,000

DU
RE

518 Paradise | $428,752

211 Lokai | $870,700

130 Lazywood| $499,877

CE
DU
RE
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LD

CE

D

1446 Lotus | $439,000
RE
DU

CE
DU
RE
LIS NE
TI W
NG

211 Ka Me Ha | $449,900

406 Sunset | $599,999

D

1334 Oahu | $534,900

D

155 Bora Bora | $659,999

CE
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D

CHECK OUT OUR BEAUTIFUL LISTINGS!

130 Bamaku Bend | $499,900

30 N. Curlew| $269,408

329 Admiral Circle| $369,000

COMISKEY REALTY
401 Tiki Drive, Tiki Island, TX 77554 | 409-935-2039
www.comiskeyrealty.com

