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Welcome to Tiki Island Chapel
Whether you are
looking for a place
to call home, or just
visiting Tiki Island
on vacation, we invite you to be a part
of our family here at
Tiki Island Chapel.
Sunday services are at 9:00 a.m. followed by refreshments
and fellowship. You will find Tiki Island Chapel to be a
loving and friendly place to worship and hear God’s Word.
Chapel services offer a wide variety of music ranging from
traditional hymns to new contemporary Christian songs.
Come as you are! The dress code is casual. The “Tiki Tux”
(shorts, shirts and flip flops) is always acceptable. Since its
founding, Tiki Island Chapel has been dedicated to making all visitors feel at home, regardless of their religious affiliation. Members of the Chapel come from a wide variety
of Christian faiths. At Tiki Island Chapel, Communion is
celebrated on the first Sunday of each month and is open to
all who have accepted our Lord Jesus Christ as their Savior.
Stay updated on Tiki Chapel news by being added to our
Membership/Friends and Prayer Partner Email lists. If you
would like to be added to one or both of these lists, please
contact Connie at cpratt59@gmail.com.
Save the Date - Please make plans now to join us for
Advent beginning December 1st. Our Advent services will
be held each Sunday in December at 9:00 a.m., and will
end with our special Christmas Eve Service on December
24th at 6:00 p.m. Everyone is welcome to join us for this
wonderful celebration at Tiki Chapel.”

Weekly Schedule
9 am Sunday

Worship Service Including
Sunday School for the kids

6:30 pm Monday

Adult Bible Study

1:30 pm Wednesday

Jesus’ Calling Ladies Fellowship

Memos

All Tiki Paper Issues are now available on
the Village of Tiki Island Website.
www.tikibulletin.com
The link to the Tiki Paper is at the bottom of the Bulletin Page.
If you do not receive a paper in the mail,
please come by and pick one up at:

Comiskey Realty | 401 Tiki Drive

Tiki Island Paper
Publisher l Liz Comiskey
Director of Marketing l Pam Castello
Editor l Jesse Castillo
Graphics l Bay Area Printing
Please contact us at
Editor@TikiIslandPaper.com
832.656.4992

hristmas – The Old and The New

|
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CA CORNER
UPCOMING EVENTS

Fresh-cut Christmas Trees!

Monday - Saturday 9am to 5:30pm
Sunday 10 am to 4 pm
2014 - 45th Street 409.763.4713
www.tomsthumbnursery.com

|
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General Contractor Services, Inc.

713-270-5300
|
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y

401 Tiki Drive Tiki Island TX

409-935-2039

401 Tiki Drive Tiki Island 409-935-2039

|
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Galveston Flooring & Furniture
Family owned and operated since 1979
Bassett * Braxton Culler * Stanley Chair * Hunter Douglas

Islands largest supplier of 100% recycled plastic outdoor furniture
4214 Broadway, Galveston | galvestonfurniture.comWaves
| (409)
762-5244
Mag azine | December
|
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PLANNING YOUR SECOND
HOME PURCHASE?
CALL THE EXPERT

Branch Manager: Matthew Hyde | (281) 212-9205
Financing Your Lifestyle
4440 W Main St., League City, TX 77573 | www.leaguecity.nrlmortgage.com | matthew.hyde@nrlmortgage.com | NMLS# 219798 | All applications are subject to credit approval. Program terms and conditions are subject to change
without notice. Some products may not be available in all states. Other restrictions and limitations may apply. This is not a commitment to lend. Nations Reliable Lending, LLC is an Equal Housing Lender | www.nrlmortgage.com | NMLS #
181407 - 2506 W. Main St., Ste. 400, Houston, TX 77098, 713-275-1300 | www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org | TX Mortgage Banker Registration-NMLS #181407; TX Regulated Loan License SML Mortgage Banker Registration

The Unaffordable Housing Market
By Matthew Hyde

More than just the weather has been heating up this summer, May has had a record setting month in the housing
market. According to real estate broker Redfin, the average home sold in May went under contract in just 34
days, which is the fastest month recorded going back to
2010. If you are in the market for a new home, act fast!
It’s no secret that the past few years have been a sellers’
market. Homes are flying off the market in areas like
Grand Rapids, Michigan, in as little as 8 days. The reason being is that there are not many homes for sale, the
classic case of low supply and a strong demand.
A main concern is the lack of starter homes for first time
home buyers. The types of homes going up for sale are
higher end and with 3 to 4 bidders per home, they are
selling at very high price points. The national median
home sale price is now at $305,600 which is a 6.3 percent increase from May 2017. “Price growth and rising
mortgage rates may be pushing buyers to the limit of
what they’re able to pay,” said Redfin senior economist
Taylor Marr.
With mortgage rates rising since the beginning of 2018,
the assumption is that these rates are going to continue
|

to rise throughout the rest of the year. “Fortunately, the
economy is strong, and wages are rising. If housing supply can be increased through more home building, then
the negative impact of rising interest rates can be mitigated,” said NAR Chief Economic Lawrence Yun.
Markets will most likely stay very competitive throughout this year and possibly even into next year. Even
though homebuilders have been increasing production, it
has been mostly in the high-end price bracket. Demand
will continue to be the strongest with entry level homes
which leaves an unaffordable housing market for first
time home buyers.

Matthew Hyde, Branch Manager
NRL Mortgage
4440 W Main St |League City |Tx| 77573
Phone: 281.212.9205 (Direct)
281.543.1193 (Cell)
281.946.5011 (Fax)
E-mail: mhyde@nrlmtg.com
NRL NMLS# 181407 | NMLS ID# 219798
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5105 Broadway St

www.SunRayPatio.com

|
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Galveston, TX
409.443.5159

Christmas - The Best Things in Life, are not Things
By Jesse Castillo
Reprinted from December 2018 Issue

Christmas is a wonderful time of the year when we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ with a large variety of traditions
with family and friends such as Christmas trees, lights and decorations, parties, turkey dinners, music, outdoor decorations, boat parades, gift exchanges, charitable help to those in need and a solidarity of peace and good will. These are
all good things.
Of course, the true meaning of Christmas is Love. The gift of Love as God sent his son, Jesus Christ to positively change
the world forever.
John 3:16-17 says, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall
not parish but have eternal life. For God did not send his son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the
world through him.” The true meaning of Christmas is the celebration of this incredible act of love.
Through Jesus Christ, we are given the most important gifts in life. All of those intangibles we give and receive on
Christmas Day and throughout the year. Some are easy, and some are challenging
but all help us become better Human Beings. Let’s start with Love, being at peace
with one’s self, caring, small acts of kindness, sharing, patience and forgiveness, being a better listener, tempering moments of anger, thinking before speaking, hope,
charity, humility, prayer, joy and laughter, being positive, learning to recognize and
embrace Life’s wonderful little moments that we never forget, helping others to
achieve the aforementioned and the list goes on.
I’m happy to achieve any one of these intangibles on a daily basis. The challenge is
to stay focused and not to get caught up in the day to day world which moves faster
and faster in its complexities on a daily basis. The other Sunday, Pastor Bob of the
Tiki Chapel spoke of Thanksgiving and dealing with changes in our lives. I don’t
remember his exact words, but it was a reminder that despite how fast the world
changes, Jesus Christ will always be the constant in our lives that will not change.
I find that very reassuring and inspirational. - Merry Christmas Tiki!
GREAT FOR ENTERTAINING!

FULLY FURNISHED!

Paul & Mickie Christian
713.206.2030
paul92141@aol.com

1246 OAHU DRIVE | $449,000

1207 OAHU DRIVE | $1,250,000

Diana Wilson
832.741.9500
Diana.Wilson@GaryGreene.com

LARGE CORNER LOT!

BAY VIEWS!

Laurie Blum
713.305.6144
Laurie.Blum@GaryGreene.com

Call us for any of your
real estate needs.
www.GaryGreene.com
307 PARADISE | $699,000

102 MAJURO DRIVE | $445,000

|
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©2019 Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC. A Realogy Company. All Rights Reserved. Better Homes and Gardens Real
Estate LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated. Better Homes and Gardens, the Better Homes and
Garden Real Estate logo are registered service marks owned by Meredith Corporation and licensed to
Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC.

We live, work and play on Tiki Island.
:ĂĐŬŝĞ'ƌĞĞƌ͕ZĞĂůƚŽƌ͕DE
Ϯϴϭ͘ϳϴϳ͘ϱϵϲϱ
:ĂĐŬŝĞͺĞŐΛŚŽƚŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ
ǁǁǁ͘:ĂĐŬŝĞ'ƌĞĞƌ͘ĐŽŵ

:ĂĐŬŝŽŽƚŚ͕ZĞĂůƚŽƌ͕E^͕ĞWƌŽ
ϳϭϯ͘ϱϭϲ͘Ϭϲϲϯ
:ĂĐŬŝ͘ŽŽƚŚΛhŶŝƚĞĚ͘ĐŽŵ
ǁǁǁ͘:ĂĐŬŝŽŽƚŚ͘ĐŽŵ

Warm wishes for a Merry
Christmas and Happy Holidays
from our families to yours!

sŝƐŝƚhƐĂƚϭϬϭdŝŬŝƌ͕^ƵŝƚĞϭϬϬ͕dŝŬŝ/ƐůĂŶĚ͕dyϳϳϱϱϰ

|
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Cookbook Coming Soon To Your Village!

The Tiki Island Chapel 2019 Cookbook will be available for Christmas! The cookbook has
recipes from the TIC members, the community and local Galveston chefs.
We will accept pre-orders starting Sunday, November 17th immediately after Chapel (10am).
We will accept online orders after December 1st via tikichapelcookbook@gmail.com
or you can text your orders 281-380-3808
and pick up at the Comiskey Building
The cookbooks are $20 and proceeds will go to the local charities Tiki Island Chapel supports.

|
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Tiki
Island
Resident

Linda Landrum
Realtor
Broker Associate
409-599-8214
lindalandrum@remax.net




|
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Heels To Halos
By Megan McCullum
On November 16, 2019, tiki island graciously opened their roads to runners and walkers from Galveston, Houston
and Tiki Island. They all ran with one purpose, to see women healed, delivered, and set free from a life of human
trafficking and bond to the adult industry. Heels to Halos is a non-profit organization that was birthed seven years
ago. The founder, Megan, was once a Victim of the adult industry, trauma and severe pain. Her team goes inside
strip clubs and brothels all over Houston, Galveston and surrounding areas reaching women with boots on the
ground, in dark corners to bring truth, hope the love of Jesus, and provide a way out.
The halo house was ‘Given” to the organization in 2017 to house women long term who are ready to take the step
into freedom! The halo house currently has two girls living in the home in west Houston who have made the
decision to heal and be fully restored. We provided one on one daily guidance, programing, stewardship, money
management, and life skills to help propel them Into what God has for them. We also provided weekly trauma
informed counseling to each girl in the home to help with her past trauma and healing.
We have partnered with other organizations to also provide basic medical care, STD testing and treatment, dental
and vision with glasses all free of charge to the girls in the halo house. Because of your support from run to the well,
we were able to raise just over $14,000 with a goal of $20,000. Because of our sponsors, runners, and tiki island, we
are able to reach more women in the adult industry and continue to grow the “halo house” going into 2020 providing
women with long term housing through healing and safety. Thank you to tiki island chapel for opening your doors
to us with such great hospitality. Everyone on our team encountered kind and top-notch hospitality on the island.
Thank you!
Here are a few testimonies from girls in the Halo house and girls we have helped in the clubs.
“ I’m excited about my future for the first time”
~ Halo
“Thank you for everything. For taking with me, buying me food, getting me this gift, getting me a comforter for the
bed, and letting me stay at the halo house”
~Halo
“ I have never felt this kind of love and peace. I genuinely love God now and actually look forward to going to
church. I’m overwhelmed with thankfulness”
~Halo
“ Megan, thank you for helping me break my barriers down”
~Halo
If you would like to partner with us in expanding our recourses to be able to house two more women in 2020 as well
as provide more weekly counseling and trauma informed training to our
team, you can sign up to become a monthly donor or a one-time donation at www.h2h.one OR our address is P.O.
Box 842204 Houston, Texas 77284
We thank you again for your kindness and generosity.
Our website is www.h2h.one
Facebook: Heels to Halos
Email: heelstohalos@icloud.com
Phone number: 806.590.0774subheading

|
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Three Bags of Mulch, Two Margaritas & A Partridge Family Christmas
Album from the Garden Club!
By Maryann Tillson
Garden Club Prez & Santa’s Helper
Merry Almost Christmas! A little trivia to start - what are
the top 3 plants given during the holidays? They are #1
poinsettia, #2 Christmas cactus and #3 amaryllis, in that
order. They’re lovely, however, please give wisely - keeping a plant alive is a big deal and not everyone wants that
much responsibility. Seriously, plants are our leafy children
who require care but without all the expense of college and
piles of laundry. Christmas plants are destined to stay alive
through the holidays but then the new owner must find it
in their heart and ability to maintain them and keep them
healthy until a respectable amount of time has passed or the
plant has actually managed to survive entirely on its own.
Before you give the horticulturally-challenged a new addition for the holidays, please read on for some other ideas for
those folks whose thumbs are more grey than green.
There’s are bucketload of other gifts for the occasional Tiki
gardener, so I’ve searched and researched and then reclined
and relaxed after compiling this simply fabulous list for
you from Ye Olde Internet. Gardening doesn’t have to be
hands-on, it can simply be implied so how about giving a
beautifully colorful painted terra cotta pot filled with a bottle of bubbly (or beer-bly) or maybe a gorgeous coffee table
book of their absolute favorite plant or flower - those who
can, plant - those who can’t, read.
There’s always the safe-bet calendar - some have lots of gardening tips and humor for those of us who don’t take it
too seriously. Or how about waking to the soft sounds of
a wood and brass wind chime? Very Zen. For those folks
who enjoy hearing from their feathered friends, there’s always lots of charm and pizzazz in giving an architectural
birdhouse - I’ve seen some that Frank Lloyd Wright would
be proud of! You can give the forgetful gardener the gift
of time with a beautiful outdoor clock so there’s no more
fumbling for the cell phone or running into the house to see
how exactly how long you’ve been plucking those %$#@&
weeds.
If you’re like me, it seems like music always makes those
nasty gardening jobs go a little quicker so how about a really
nice pair of ear buds or maybe an awesome Bluetooth portable speaker to keep the tunes movin’ and groovin while
they’re huffin’ and puffin’. And after a good workout in
the garden, who doesn’t enjoy a nice, big glass of juice - fermented grape juice, that is. You can always pick up a bottle
or two of organic wine from Bonterra Vineyards at Spec’s.
They make an absolutely lovely full and lush red Zinfandel
and a crisp Viognier. And the list would not be complete
without ... yes, SHOES! You can always get the fashion-forward gardener a cool pair of Wellies (garden boots) - it’s tres
chic to be ankle-deep!
So, there’s your gardener gift list, courtesy of a bajillion website elves. Have fun shopping and cheers to an absolutely
|

fabulous Christmas holiday. Don’t forget to put down a
couple inches of fresh mulch before the cold weather sets
in. C’mon, I just HAD to talk a little about gardening!
In boating news, the International Boat, Sport & Travel
Show is coming to the NRG Center from January 3 to
12, 2019. Yeah, it’s winter but it’s still boating weather
until Mother Nature says otherwise. Here on Tiki, there’s
nothing like cruising around the island looking for a sunset to toast to or for a fishing hole to reel in the big one! It
doesn’t matter if your favorite show was Bass Masters, Sea
Hunt or Miami Vice, we all love the salt air, the relaxation
of drifting atop the rippling waves or the thrill of pounding across the surf until our kidneys explode.
Okay, so now I’m putting my boating cap on and giving
you some ideas for the sportsman on your list. This gift
shopping is hard work – especially when you’re not on the
receiving end!
Just like the garden gift ideas, I’ve searched the all-knowing Internet and came up with some interesting gift ideas
for your “Boater Half ”. Hey – that’s a cool boat name!
Got some money socked away? The Yamaha SeaScooter
for $1,595 is a groovy little motored underwater apparatus that whisks you under water (like something in a
James Bond movie) to get a look at all that abundant sea
life we have around us. Oh wait… we really can’t see anything down there, can we? Well, it’ll be fun until you
smack into someone’s hull! Next up – a totally reasonable and useful gift for those four-legged friends of ours.
The Kurgo collapsible rubber dog bowl is only $8.99 and
when expanded, holds 24 ounces of water or food. It
compresses to less than an inch thick so great to toss in
the boat, car, truck, camper, etc. We have one and Sky
Guy loves it – great for trips! Lastly, if you’ve got more
than the money you socked away for the SeaScooter (like,
ten times more), then please get that special someone on
your list (hopefully me) the Loeva See-Through Stand-Up
Paddleboard. This thing looks like da bomb – a colorless,
transparent board, awesome for cruising out in West Bay.
Of course, that unfortunately brings us back to the issue
with the SeaScooter as well – what are you actually going
to see down there? Well, there may be some interesting
species of surface plankton you’ll ride over or better yet,
you can really get a closer look at the oyster reef you’re
just about to hit. The SUP price isn’t published yet but
I’m told it’s in the five figures, and I’m sure that doesn’t
include the figures after the decimal point!
And one last thing, the unofficial Tiki Island Fishing
Report: I looked outside in my fish light last night and
still no fish. However, found a bag of gummy fish in the
cupboard which didn’t put up a fight at all. I’d say the
evening ended on a good note – yum!
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Everything Good
By Amy Ahlbrand M.Ed.

In 2018, my mother, Barbara Lewis, was hospitalized with
congestive heart disease. She was very ill, and we were scared
we would lose her. One day I walked into her hospital room
and she was smiling. I was able to record her words, which I
made into this short story. The next week a pacemaker was
installed and now she is back at Tiki doing art and enjoying
life. The following was the dialogue between us – from my
mother’s point of view.
………………………………………….....…………….
“I saw God.”
My daughter had just
walked into my room;
stashed her computer
bag on the counter, she
looked down at me and
said, “What?”
“I said, I saw God.”
She gave me a funny
look, “Where, when?”
“Last night, you and I
were watching a video
and it gave me a picture
of what God does in our
lives. And after it was
over, I started thinking,
I just saw God. And I
really don’t think you
believed me because you
didn’t see him.”
Amy smiled, then pulled
up a chair to my hospital
bed, sat down and said,
“Ok, describe him.”
“He had a crew cut and
he was tall… and he was
wearing a red t-shirt.”
Amy smiled again, “and what was God like?”
“I closed my eyes wanting to go back into the dream. It
was the first time I’ve felt good in a long time. Something
is wrong with my heart and the doctors can’t fix it. I’m tired
of hospitals and doctors and nurses and noise. I miss my cat
and my house. Everything is fuzzy lately. Every day is the
same. Except for today. Dreams help.“
Now Amy was holding my hand, “Mom?”
“I opened my eyes, and looked around the room; at the
cards, flowers and books from friends; and the huge whiteboard with “Dorian” the day nurse’s name, scrawled on top
with the stern command to keep my oxygen on at all times.
Meeting God has changed everything. I still feel him in the
|

room. And I know I’m going to be ok, no matter what.
No matter what the doctors do. No matter what my heart
decides to do.”
“Mom, are you ok?”
I squeeze her hand and she nodded, “Yes, I’m ok.”
“So, tell me about God,” she says again. “
It was all so clear,
“He is everything good in the people we know. He is the
good in our animals and in the things we do for others.
And he gives kindness to people, but they don’t often use it.
Some people forget that there is kindness in life, and they
become cramped-up inside. And that’s sad because we all
have it to begin with. God is kindness.”
Amy has tears, “That’s the best description of God I have
ever heard.”
“Well, I haven’t told you everything, someone else was with
him.”
“I don’t see how it could get much better than God, mom,
who was it?”
I looked up at her and smiled, “Elvis.”
It was a very good dream.

God's Girls of Tiki Island Bible Study
Christmas Party December 4, 2019 6:00 PM
Location Tiki Island Chapel 835 Tiki Drive
Pot Luck Bring Your Favorite Dish and A Friend

We will be starting a new bible study
for the new year, here are the dates for the 1st quarter
please come and bring a friend.

Jan. 15, 22, 29
Feb. 5, 12, 19, 26
Mar. 4, 25
April 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
Please follow us on Facebook we
will post what the new bible study
will be and the location.
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Protecting Plants from Freezes
By Krissy Reida

Thank goodness freezes
are not common here on
Tiki Island,
but they certainly
can
pop up and
surprise us. I
am thinking
back to my
first winter
here 2 years
ago when it
did
freeze
twice, along
with dropping some
snow
and
icing over our decks and stairways. I remember a lot of
slippery trips up and down the stairs with our dog, and I
have a supply of salt now if needed! Now I have my fall/
winter garden along with some plants from my spring/
summer garden that will need protection if we do have a
freeze this winter.

There are several ways to protect plants and flowers from
potentially freezing weather. Start by watering plants later in the day. This will raise the temperature of the surrounding air. Next, you can use a fan to create a slight
breeze that will prevent cold air from settling on plants.
The most obvious precaution you can take is to cover your
plants before the sun sets and the temperature drops. For
plant coverings, cardboard boxes, old sheets or towels,
burlap, newspaper, plastic tarps, and even plastic containers may be used. Additionally, an outdoor light can be
placed under plant coverings to generate heat but be sure
to keep the light a safe distance from flammable materials.
All of my plants are currently being grown in containers.
An easy way to protect these would be to wrap the container using bubble wrap to retain root warmth. If the
container plant is small enough, simply place a plastic
container over it. For example, the bottom of a milk jug
can be cut away and set over the plant.
Keep in mind, if you have any pepper plants, don’t overlook them. Prune them back and cover them before a frost
as well. If they are like mine, they may be looking terrible,
but they can be perineal in Texas and may come back in
the spring. I know I am hoping along with many of you
for a mild winter with many good fishing days!

Santa Is Coming to Tiki!
Saturday, December 14, 2019
Noon to 2pm

Santa will make his appearance beginning with a parade that will begin at 12 noon on
Isles End and will end at the Public Safety Building.
From 12:30pm to 2pm, come and visit Santa upstairs at the Public Safety Building
following the parade. He will have goodies for your kids!
T-shirts will also be sold and make great Christmas gifts.
(Contact Pat Clarke @713-206-4560 for information.)
Micah Simons
Fire Chief
Tiki Island Fire
Department

Check our Face Book page and website at
https://www.facebook.com/TikiIslandFD/
https://tikiislandfiredepartment.com

|
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TIKI TAILS

Ben
I am htly,
againere

Bevis Pest Control
Since 1947

Free Inspection Free Estimate

Merry Christmas To My Fellow Tiki Mates!
As you can see, no one sent in their photos or article for the
December Month!!! Therefore, Here I am AGAIN!!! As you know, my
owner is very festive -- as you see from my photo, I made the cut for
December!! I AM 61/2 years old now and getting too chunky for these
outfits so please dont make me have to do this for the New Year!!!!
Pleazzzze send in your photos and articles to
Editor@tikiislandpaper.com
Wishes for many bones to all.

Go to www.tikiboatparade.com
to sign up and for all other details

CHRISTMAS

BOAT PARADE

General Pest Control,
Lawn and Ornamental Plants,
Termites, Mosquito Misters,
Herbicides

Call
281-471-1430
Today!
We Can Prevent Pests!

Merry Christmas

All donations and
proceeds go to:

PRIZES

Best Lights
Most Enthusiastic
Best Theme
Peoples Choice

|
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Tiki Fabric & Fiber
by Pat Forke

Tiki Island Sunrise
The Best

Schedule
Friday, December 6
Friday, January 10
rockynme2@gmail.com
patforke@gmail.com

Benefiting the Houston Food Bank

Santa Hustle Galveston
Sun 15th Dec 2019
Moody Gardens, 1 Hope Blvd,
Galveston, TX 77554, USA

5k
Start Time:
7:15am

5km
Half Marathon
Start Time: 7:00am
|

Photographer - Jesse Castillo
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HOME BUILDER

TIKI ISLAND RESIDENT
DECKS
BOAT HOUSES

DOCKS * PILINGS * PIERS * BULKHEADS
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED
l

|
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