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Tiki Chapel Announcement COVID-19 Virus
By Connie Pratt

Viral Parade

“We, at Tiki
Chapel,
are
continuing
to follow the
guidelines
set forth by
the
government
surrounding the
COVID-19 virus. Instead of gathering on Sundays for
worship, the Sunday worship services are being made available to you live by a Zoom video stream for everyone to
experience. The services will still include music, prayer,
and the message from Pastor Steve.
By Saturday, if you are on the Tiki Chapel email distribution list, you will receive an email with the Zoom link
to download and be able to watch the service live at 9:00
a.m. on Sunday morning. The link is also posted on the
Village of Tiki Island Facebook page. Our Monday Night
Bible Study and the Wednesday Ladies Fellowship are not
meeting right now, but we will advise when they are able
to resume.
These actions are being taken in order to protect the health
and well-being of our congregation and community. Please
know that the Tiki Chapel leadership is here for you and
are available if you have a need. If you are not currently
on the Chapel email distribution list and would like to be,
please email Connie at tikiislandchapel835@gmail.com,
and she will add you to the list. Any Chapel news and
event updates are sent out via this email distribution list.
We do not have any other events planned during this time
but will keep our community advised. We also have a
Prayer Partner email list for anyone who would like to be
a part of it. Should you have any prayer requests, feel free
to email those to Connie also, and they will be included
in our prayer time on Sundays. Pastor Steve Hill can be
reached at revhill360@gmail.com or 409-933-9829.”

Memos

All Tiki Paper Issues are now available on
the Village of Tiki Island Website.
www.tikibulletin.com
The link to the Tiki Paper is at the bottom of the Bulletin Page.
If you do not receive a paper in the mail,
please come by and pick one up at:

Comiskey Realty | 401 Tiki Drive

Tiki Island Paper

Publisher l Liz Comiskey
Director of Marketing l Pam Castello
Editor l Jesse Castillo
Graphics l Bay Area Printing
Please contact us at
Editor@TikiIslandPaper.com
832.656.4992
|
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BY DIANA WILSON
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General Contractor Services, Inc.

713-270-5300
|
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We Are Still Here ------Be Safe -------Our Business is Essential

We Are here For You!

401 Tiki Drive Tiki Island 409-935-2039

|
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Galveston Flooring & Furniture
Family owned and operated since 1979
Bassett * Braxton Culler * Stanley Chair * Hunter Douglas

Islands largest supplier of 100% recycled plastic outdoor furniture
4214 Broadway, Galveston | galvestonfurniture.comWaves
| (409)
762-5244
Mag azine | Febr uar y
|

TIKI ISLAND PAPER | May 2020 | 6 |

2020 Issue | 7

What Would Grandma Do?
By Krissy Reida

My grandma was crippled with arthritis for as far back as I
remember. In her later years she was stuck in a motorized
wheelchair. She never quit though. As far as I am concerned, she was the Marcus Lutrell of arthritis. I learned a
lot from her, and I think most of what I learned was from
just watching her. She is the reason I save twisty ties and
rubber bands in my spare time, and now I have started
saving containers. Just like Grandma! I used to think she
was crazy because she saved every container imaginable. I
don’t know if I will need this empty bottle of Crown, but
I have it if I do! I know, it’s hilarious! She would not have
had an empty bottle of Crown because they were strict
Fundamentalist Baptists. Obviously, my bottle of Crown
is an indication that I have not taken all of her advice to
heart, and to be quite honest, I don’t know that I would
today. I would hope she would take mine instead.
My husband arrived home from work a few weeks ago
after a nightmare of a trip. He managed to barely scrape
out of a country with its borders already closed, and luckily made it to Amsterdam, where he managed to get the
final flight out. He self-quarantined himself in a loft in
Galveston, graciously provided by a neighbor. He would
stop by periodically during his 15-day quarantine to pick
up food and clothes, etc., but we were very careful not to
touch or get to close until he was able to move back.
I have a friend nearby who is a research scientist and lecturer at UTMB. Like myself, she has been at home with
her children for weeks. Also like me, she has an autoimmune disease and is doing everything she can to not risk
contracting this virus. It’s hard to know where to stop
when it comes to minimizing the risks. My husband does
the grocery pick-ups, and we have a decontamination station set up in our garage. Things that can be left out for
several days just stay there, and meat and frozen vegetables
are disinfected before going into the freezer or refrigerator.
|

Mail and packages are left out for several days. We have
been through this process a few times now, and his advice
to me is to just try not to look crazy while we are doing
this! He is just full of.... good advice. Another piece of
advice he keeps giving me is to just focus on what we can
control. As long as we keep being diligent, we will not get
sick. This will pass, and life will get back to normal, we
will all have developed some new skills, and we will all be
better prepared for the next disaster.
This is a scary time, but it is also a time for opportunity.
You know how a diamond is made, right? This is a good
time to really think about what you can do as an individual in the middle of this crisis. Can you cook a meal
for your elderly neighbor? Can you run an errand for a
scientist who is trying to work from home while homeschooling their kids? Can you fill our freezers with fish?
Can you plant a garden? Can you start making cleaning
solutions and bottle them up in empty Crown bottles?
Can you play a song or tell a joke? Everyone can do something positive to help each other right now, and we have
some of the best and brightest minds all around us right
here on Tiki.

409-933-0355

Ca
ll

I’ve been trying to write more lately. It’s a good tool to
sort out my thoughts, kill time, and to put my education to use. Today I find myself asking the question: What
would Grandma do if she were here today? I spent a lot of
time with my grandparents when I was a child. They had
a large piece of property in Alvin. My Papaw had a huge
garden and some farm animals. His animals were more
like pets though. There were horses, a couple of cows,
chickens, geese, a horrible mean turkey, and a lot of goats.
My grandparents always had vegetables, eggs, and milk.
To a large degree, they could survive off of their own hard
work.

Full Service
Restaurant & Bar
Family Style Servings Available
Happy Hour Prices All Day on Sunday
on Mimosas and Bloody Mary's
Gold Ribbon Award Winner Galveston County Health Department

Now available
10% off any regular
item with this ad.
Not valid on any specials
or alcohol. Only 1
coupon per visit.

3111 Neptune
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20% off single meal for
all uniformed police
officers, fire fighters, and
military members with ID

Bayou Vista

8302 FM 1765 Texas City

409-933-1982
Build and remodeling!
We are ready to change the entire look of
your kitchen, bathroom and the exterior
of your home including decks offering the
best quality of work and service.

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
VAIRON PONCE
832.620.0573

vaironponce@yahoo.com
vpro-construction.com
INSURED BONDED
|
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Oyster Can’t Socially Distance and Therefore Need Your Help!!
By Michael Niebuhr
Galveston Bay Foundation’s Habitat Restoration Coordinator

Since the outbreak of the Coronavirus pandemic, we have
learned a lot about social distancing; what it is, why we
need to abide by it, but perhaps most importantly, how
hard it can be. Two months in, we have likely all found
ways to cope and socially distance while still maintaining
a relatively normal lifestyle. While it has not been easy,
we are all fully capable of doing it… well, all of us but
oysters.
Oysters do not have the luxury of social distancing, as
they rely on their ability to colonize in large groups to
spawn and thrive. They also rely on the previous generations of oysters as a substrate for the next generation to
attach to. As many of you have undoubtedly seen, oysters will attach to anything they can find, including your
piers, bulkheads, docks, and more. However, they do prefer to attach to other oyster shells.
So, what can you do to help your aquatic neighbors thrive
in Galveston Bay? It’s easy, become an Oyster Gardener,
or, as many of our volunteers like to call themselves, an
Oyster Foster Parent. Galveston Bay Foundation’s (GBF)
has successfully implemented its Volunteer
Oyster
Gardening
Program on Tiki Island
three years ago and is
hoping to add even more
volunteers this season.
At the time of print, the
Foundation was still evaluating the details for the
2020 season, depending
on how the Coronavirus
pandemic
progresses.
However, once it is safe
and stay-at-home orders
are lifted, look for information about a training
date, likely in May or
June on the Foundation’s
website.
The training will allow
all gardeners to gather, learn about oysters,
GBF’s Oyster Gardening
Program, and what it
takes to be an oyster
|

gardener. You will then create your own gardens, comprised of recycled oyster shells from GBF’s Oyster
Shell Recycling Program. Gardens are then hung off
docks and bulkheads during spawning season (JuneNovember) and collected in the fall, when all the new
oyster growth is transplanted* onto established oyster
reefs throughout Galveston Bay to give your new oysters
a head start. Gardeners are asked to give their gardens
about one hour of attention per week, including pulling
the gardens out of the water, removing sediment and
allowing critters a chance to scurry away.
Still not convinced? Talk
to your neighbors and
you may be surprised how
many gardeners you already
know. If you are interested in becoming a gardener, check out www.galvbay.
org/oysters to learn more
and fill out a volunteer
form. You can also contact
Michael Niebuhr, Habitat
Restoration Coordinator, at
mniebuhr@galvbay.org with
any questions.

Here is hoping that social distancing becomes a thing of
the past soon, but regardless, there is still plenty you and
your family can do to help our Bay stay healthy!
*oysters raised during this program are not for consumption and are properly transplanted via active Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department species transplant permits
Oyster Gardener photos courtesy of the Galveston Bay
Foundation.
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5105 Broadway St

Galveston, TX

www.SunRayPatio.com

FREE Local Delivery in Stock Items

|

409.443.5159

—— Lots of Styles & Colors Available
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Then I Became a Mother
By Cheryll Lambright 5-4-2000

Once I was ignorant of the world
But you drew me a map
And my travels were smoother

Once I lost my burdened soul
But you found it for me
And made it right and returned it
Once I was ashamed of myself
But you refused to let me hide
And I faced the world again

Once I was doubtful of myself
But you built me steps
And I climbed to the top

Once I saw sorrow on your face
But you showed me how to survive
And I knew that I could be strong

Once I was afraid to leave you
But through tears you sent me out
And I stumbled and went forward

Once I felt I couldn’t love again
But you taught me love was forgiving
And I forgave and was surrounded by love

Once I wanted to be just like you
But you knew I would be myself
And still I was accepted by you

Once I gave birth to a precious life
But you already knew how precious
And you smiled and said ….
NOW YOU ARE A MOTHER

Once I made a terrible mistake
But you lovingly gave me a hug
And I quietly forgave myself

We want to assure you
that we are in this together.

Virtual Real Estate Services we offer:

Sellers

Buyers

•

Digital Listing Presentation

•

Virtual Consultation

As industry leaders in technology, Better Homes and

•

Digital CMA

•

Virtual Showings

Gardens Real Estate Gary Greene is well-prepared to stay

•

Digital Listing Agreement

•

Virtual Offer/Negotiation

•

Electronic Signatures

•

Electronic Signatures

•

Virtual Tour - Matterport 360

•

Virtual Inspection

•

Virtual Open House

•

Electronic Mortgage

•

Virtual Showings

•

Electronic Insurance

•

Remote Closing

•

Remote Closing

connected with you, to take care of all your real estate
questions and needs during this social distancing period.

Laurie Blum
713.305.6144

Diana Wilson
832.741.9500

Laurie.Blum@GaryGreene.com

Diana.Wilson@GaryGreene.com

www.GaryGreene.com
|
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Paul & Mickie Christian
713.206.2030
paul92141@aol.com

Bevis Pest Control
"Classified as Essential
Business"

We're still open.
Call us if you
need help.
Stay safe

Call Us At
409-945-4214
or visit our website
at
www.fscbugs.com

|
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Historical Events in the Month of May
By Jesse Castillo

May 2, 2011 – After a decade-long manhunt, U.S.
Special Operations Forces killed Osama bin Laden
during a raid on his secret compound in Abbottabad,
Pakistan. Laden had ordered the coordinated aerial attacks of September 11th, 2001 that killed nearly 3000
persons.
May 4, 1970 - Kent State University students – Jeffrey
Glenn Miller, 20, Allison Krause,19, William K.
Schroeder, 19, and Sandra Lee Scheuer, 20, were killed
by National Guardsmen who opened fire on a crowd of
1,000 students. Eleven other students were wounded.
The students were protesting President Nixon’s decision
to invade Cambodia. The shootings ignited tumultuous demonstrations in campuses across the country resulting in the temporary closing of over 450 colleges
and universities.
May 5th – “Cinco De Mayo” is not Mexican independence day, which is a general misconception. Instead,
it is a Mexican Holiday in remembrance of the Battle
of Puebla in 1862.
Mexican troops under General Ignacio Zaragoza, who
were outnumbered three to one, defeated the invading
French forces of Napoleon III.
May 5, 1961 – Becoming the first American in space,
Alan Shepard piloted his spacecraft Freedom 7 during a
15-minute 28-second suborbital flight that reached an
altitude of 116 miles.
This occurred just 23 days after Russian Cosmonaut
Yuri Gagarin become the first-ever human in space.
May 6, 1937 – Following a trans-Atlantic flight, the
German airship Hindenburg burst into flames as it
neared the mooring mast at Lakehurst, New Jersey. 35
of the 97 passengers and crew were killed. The catastrophe was caught on film and witnessed by a commentator who had an emotional breakdown exclaiming, “Oh,
the humanity!” The accident effectively ended commercial airship traffic.
May 7, 1915 - The British passenger ship, “Lusitania,”
was torpedoed by a German submarine off the coast of
Ireland. More than 1,100 of the 1900 passengers and
crew were killed. Although nearly two years would
pass before the U.S. would formally enter World War I.
the sinking of the Lusitania played a significant role in
turning public opinion against Germany.
May 9th - Victory Day in Russia! It is a National
Holiday commemorating the defeat of Nazi Germany
during the “Great Patriotic War” (World War II) honoring the 20 million Russians who died in the war. I
have been in Moscow on Victory Day night celebration
along with 75,000 Russians. What a Rush!
May 14, 1804 - Meriwether Lewis and William Clark
|

departed St. Louis on their epic expedition to explore
the Northwest. They arrived at the Pacific coast of
Oregon in November of 1805 and returned to St. Louis
in September of 1806, completing a journey of about
6,000 miles.
May 14, 1796 – Dr. Edward Jenner, a physician in rural
England, developed the Smallpox vaccine. He coined
the term, “vaccination,” for the new procedure of injecting a milder form of the disease into healthy persons
resulting in immunity. Within 18 months, 12,000 persons in England had been vaccinated and the number of
smallpox deaths dropped by two-thirds.
May 14, 1942 - During World War II, an Act of
Congress allowed women to enlist for noncombat duties in the Women Appointed for Voluntary Emergency
Service (WAVES),
Women’s Auxiliary Army Corps (WAAC), Semper
Paratus Always Ready Service (SPARS), the Women’s
Reserve of the Marine Corp and the Women’s Auxiliary
Ferrying Squadron (WAFS).
May 17, 1875 - The first Kentucky Derby horse race
took place at Churchill Downs in Louisville.
May 20, 325 A.D. – Constantine I, the first Christian
Emperor of the Roman Empire, called The Council
of Nicaea which is the first ecumenical council of the
Catholic Church. 300 bishops attended Nicaea in Asia
Minor. The council condemned Arianism which denied
Christ’s divinity, formulated the Nicene Creed and fixed
the date of Easter.
May 20, 1927 - Charles Lindbergh, a 25-year-old aviator, took off at 7:52 a.m. from Roosevelt Field, Long
Island, in the, “Spirit of St. Louis.” Lindberg was attempting to win a $25,000 prize for the first solo nonstop flight between New York City and Paris. Thirtythree hours later, after a 36-mile journey, he landed at
Le Bourget, Paris, earning the nickname “Lucky Lindy”
and becoming an instant worldwide hero.
May 20, 1932 - Amelia Earhart became the first
woman to fly solo across the Atlantic. She departed
Newfoundland, Canada, at 7 p.m. and landed near
Londonderry, Ireland, completing a 2,026-mile flight in
about 13 hours. Five years later, along with her navigator
Fred Noonan, she disappeared while trying to fly her
twin-engine plane around the equator.
May 21, 1881 – Clara Barton founded the American
Red Cross. Today, the organization provides volunteer
disaster relief in the U.S. and abroad.
May 24, 1844 – Samuel Morse, the inventor of the
Telegraph, sent his first official telegraph message,
“What hath God wrought?” The message was sent from
the Capitol building in Washington, D.C., to Baltimore.
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The Pom Squad
By Diana Norris

My friend Jennifer Hibbetts and I started the Pom Squad
in December of last year and took our first rescue on
December 31st. Our mission is to eliminate the euthanasia of healthy, treatable, and surrendered Pomeranians and
other small dogs from shelters, owners, and veterinarian
clinics.

Dobby was rescued in February from a shelter in Houston.
He had a traumatic leg injury from either being kicked or
hit by a car. He most likely would have been euthanized if
we had not rescued him. Dobby is available for adoption.

I had adopted two senior Pomeranians from a rescue at
Easter of last year and fell in love with them. I was surprised how many of this fluffy, cute breed were abandoned,
mistreated, or living in hoarding situations. We saw that
we could help add to the number of dogs that could be
saved so we started the Pom Squad.
Bear (BB) was rescued from a puppy mill where over 40
dogs were living in dire conditions. He was just over a
month old.
Many of the
female adult
dogs had died
while giving
birth to puppies and they
were all living on concrete
floors
with no beds,
blankets, or
toys.
The
woman who
had them was
going through
a divorce and
This is Bear the day.
could no lonHe was rescued from the puppy mill.
ger care for
the animals so two rescues joined together to take the dogs.

Three Pomeranians rescued from Arkansas who were living
with a hoarder who had 80 Pomeranians in her house.
We accept donations and charge adoption fees to fund the
rescue. We attempt to do one fund raiser each month to
raise awareness and funds for the rescue. We are a 501(c)
(3) so all donations are tax deductible. Due to the virus, we
had to cancel our pet pictures with the Easter bunny fund
raiser for this month. We have rescued 24 dogs so far this
year and not all are Pomeranians. We accept any small dog
that needs our help to find its forever home.

We don’t have a facility where we keep the dogs and we
depend on people to provide short term foster care for the
dogs we rescue. We provide all veterinary care while the
dog is in their foster home awaiting adoption. We can
only take in dogs if we have people to foster them......they
Once in our rescue, we take the dogs to the veterinarian cannot all stay at my house or my husband wouldn’t be
where they have bloodwork done and receive vaccinations. too happy. I would love for all the dogs to be fostered on
They are also dewormed, tested for heartworms, receive Tiki Island and adopted on Tiki Island so that I could still
dental cleanings, and are spayed/neutered. Some dogs who see them. I love that I will have the fortune of seeing baby
have been injured will also have surgeries that are provided Bear grow up on the island.
by the rescue. Veterinary care and medications are the most
expensive part of running the rescue. Most people believe Our website is https://www.pomsquadrescue.com/
that veterinarians give us care for free, but they do not.
The veterinarians we use give us a 20% discount which still We would love for people to follow us on Facebook---The
Pom Squad
results in high bills for most dogs.

Marley was an owner
surrender from a 91-year old
woman who could no longer
care for him.
|
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Tiki Tails

FISH STORIES
Begin at an Early Age

I am new to the neighborhood and I’m just 3months old. My parents just adopted me from The
Pom Squad who are really nice people. They saved
me from a puppy mill in Missouri. When you meet
me, I will let you know before hand, I get really
excited to meet new people. Everything is new to
me and I love to go on walks.
My parents do not let me have a lot of treats
because I will be too full to eat my dinner but you
sure can try cause maybe, they will give in. I am
small, so I am a little shy around big dogs. They do
scare me a bit and the cats, well that is another
story. We also have ducks and birds all over the
place. What an animal house on Tiki. I love it and
hope to see you around the neighborhood!

Breck Barron
Age 3
Thank You
Bunny Rabbit
For Visiting
Tiki Island By
Boat and Golf
Cart, We Really
Appreciate
your coming
out!

Photographer - Krissy Reida
|
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Everyone
Stay Safe &
Well!
The Bunny
Rabbit will
Be Back To
See You
Next Year!
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Comiskey Capital Insurance Agency Inc.

Call 409-935-0086
|
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