TIKI ISLAND PAPER
ISSUE 38

|

OCTOBER 2020

TIKI ISLAND PAPER | OCTOBER 2020 | 1 |

Tiki Chapel
By Connie Pratt

We are practicing
Safe Measures.
Please wear a mask
or we can provide
one for you upon
entry.
“We are now gathering together at the Chapel for Sunday
worship at 9:00 a.m. It is so good to be able to gather
together again. We are continuing to follow the guidelines
set forth by the government surrounding the Covid-19
virus by practicing safe distancing. We are also continuing to provide the service via the Zoom video stream for
anyone who is not able to attend in person. The Zoom
link, along with the song lyrics for the service, is provided
through email distribution. Monday Night Bible Study
and Wednesday Ladies Fellowship will not resume until
the fall.
If you are not currently on the Chapel email distribution
list and would like to be, please email Connie at tikiislandchapel835@gmail.com, and she will add you to the list.
Any Chapel news and event updates are sent out via this
email distribution list. You can also be added to our Prayer
Partners email distribution list to be notified of any prayer
requests received during the week. Should you have any
prayer requests, feel free to email those to Connie also, and
they will be included in our prayer time on Sundays.

Sunday
Services
9:00 AM

Monday Night Bible Study Monday 6:30 at Chapel
Blessing of the Pets will be held at the Tiki Chapel on Sunday October 3 at
10:00 a.m. Please have your pets on a leash or in a kennel.

Tiki Island Chapel is Open
If you would prefer to join us by zoom, please email
cpratt59@gmail.com, and you will be added to our list.

Come Worship With Us * All Are Welcome

Please know that the Tiki Chapel leadership is here for you
and are available if you have a need. Pastor Steve Hill can
be reached at revhill360@gmail.com or 409-933-9829.”

Memos

All Tiki Paper Issues are now available on
the Village of Tiki Island Website.
www.tikibulletin.com
The link to the Tiki Paper is at the bottom of the Bulletin Page.
If you do not receive a paper in the mail,
please come by and pick one up at:

Comiskey Realty | 401 Tiki Drive

Tiki Island Paper

Publisher l Liz Comiskey
Director of Marketing l Pam Castello
Editor l Jesse Castillo
Graphics l Bay Area Printing
Please contact us at
Editor@TikiIslandPaper.com
832.656.4992
|

Everyone is
Welcome
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Insured
General Liability & Worker’s Compensation

General Contractor Services, Inc.

713-270-5300
|
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302 Bora Bora

FOR SALE

Waterfront What A View!
Rare Tiki Treasure!

Comiskey Realty
Call 409-935-2039

|
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5105 Broadway St

www.SunRayPatio.com

Same Day Delivery Available

|
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Galveston, TX
409.443.5159

OCTOBER
TICA
CORNER

4 Star Restaurant Quaility Meat
Hand Selected, Hand Cut, Aged 28 Days
Delivered to Your Front Door

Free delivery on Island with Promo Code
"TIKIISLAND"

New Date for TICA Annnual
Meeting is OCTOBER 18
2:00 PM
Tiki Island Public Safety Bldg.
or the Pavillion

TIKI VOTING

There are TWO opportunities to VOTE in the
upcoming elections on Tiki Island.

FIRST OPPORTUNITY
Tiki Island Civic Association
(TICA) OPEN BOARD POSITION

Ca
ll

409-933-0355

Full Service
Restaurant & Bar
Family Style Servings Available

SECOND OPPORTUNITY
TIKI ISLAND CITY COUNCIL AND
GENERAL ELECTION

Happy Hour Prices All Day on Sunday
on Mimosas and Bloody Mary's
Gold Ribbon Award Winner Galveston County Health Department

Now available
10% off any regular
item with this ad.
Not valid on any specials
or alcohol. Only 1
coupon per visit.

3111 Neptune

20% off single meal for
all uniformed police
officers, fire fighters, and
military members with ID

Bayou Vista
|

BY DIANA WILSON
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Evacuating My Tiki Babies
By: Krissy Reida

Possum Kingdom Lake
had already been a very long day.
My neighbors across the canal
were kind enough to send their
painting crew over to carry up 2
heavy pieces of wooden furniture.
“How are you enjoying your first
Tiki hurricane experience?” Judy
asked. “Not very well.” Anyone
who has experienced major past
hurricanes knows that all of this
would be lost.
We pulled up to our friends’ family cabin at Possum Kingdom
Lake. It is a funny name, but the
next morning when I woke to see
it in the daylight, it was
extraordinary.
I decided we should all
just give the name a pass.
When I climbed out of
the Tahoe, my legs were
like jelly. Al was 101st
Airborne and a motorcycle road racer, so he has
not treated his knees very
kindly in the past. A lot
of that stair-climbing was
me trying to do it before
he could break away from
his work computer and
screw up his knees worse.
That is ok because his
job is to look pretty and
make money. I unloaded
my most precious cargo in order: my son, my
dog, my monarch chrysalises and caterpillars, a
milkweed plant, and my
alcohol. I went straight
for the rum and slept until about 10am.

At roughly 12:30 am on
Wednesday, August 26th, I
followed Al, my [current] husband, or I should say I followed
the 34’ Fountain that was being towed by him down a dark,
rough, secluded road. “How
much longer?” Christian asked
for the 500th time that night.
It had been about a 7-hour
evacuation with a single stop at
the most crowded Buc-ee’s in
the history of the universe.
Most of you have experienced
towing boats and know the
joys of moronic drivers, aggressive truckers, and very delicate
dysfunctional trailer lights.
Needless to say, I was tired and
in a fouler mood than ever.
Earlier on Tuesday morning,
along with the many of you,
we decided we should move up
everything we could from the
garage and downstairs living
area and get the hell out!
Cargo lifts were not a thing
when we built this house, so little by little, we trudged upstairs
with everything of value that
we could carry. That included all of my gym equipment:
over 450 lbs. of bumper plates,
dumbbells, barbells, kettlebells,
etc. There are my wooden jerk
boxes too, which break down
into 8 separate boxes designed
for Olympic lifting.
We had other fun things like
pressure washers, a lawn mower, my tractor tire, the outdoor
furniture, a trolling motor... It

|
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Now I will begin to make my
point! Some of you have read
about our family’s Monarch butterfly project. For months, I have
been growing milkweed to attract
them, and had seen caterpillars
earlier in the summer. About 2
weeks prior to the evacuation, I
had found caterpillars again on
the milkweed leaves. Christian
and I collected them, kept them
indoors, and fed them milkweed
leaves until they grew and attached themselves to the top of
their new Pyrex container-home.

All but 2 had formed their chrysalises and were
morphing into butterflies. I was not about to leave
them behind. I was worried though during the drive.
Would the silk sticking them to the container break?
Would it be too bumpy? Would they be traumatized
by my singing? I had to turn up the A/C and sing
along to the radio during the last couple of hours of
that drive to stay awake!
They were fine. I kept them indoors while we stayed
at the cabin, but a few days later, before leaving, we
wedged the container top between 2 slats of a bench
on the porch, and next to that bench, I placed the
2 remaining caterpillars onto the milkweed plant
and wished them the best. We made the long drive
home, and for the next 2 mornings, we awoke to a
new monarch butterfly in our dining room.
I found 2 empty chrysalises attached to some outdoor chairs that had been carried inside. It takes
between 10-14 days for the butterfly to grow and
break free from its chrysalis. I was reminded of their
life cycle a few nights ago when Al and I watched
“The Silence of the Lambs.” Honestly, it put me off
a bit, but we have so much invested in this project
now, and I want Christian to observe all of its stages
because it really is a bizarre and amazing process, and
the end result is a beautiful butterfly. All was well

when we left our Tiki Island monarchs at their new
home by the lake, and I like to imagine that they have
laid more eggs on my milkweed plant and that their
babies will enjoy their new home by the lake.

Progress
At New
Comiskey
Building
By Liz Comiskey
General Contractor Services - Pam Teltschick
made progress this week with the
framing.The first floor will have two
Reception areas, Glass Conference room,
Coffee Area, Bathroom, and glass office for
Liz Comiskey to greet all clients and future
clients. The Second floor will have a
wraparound kitchen, Bathroom, open
concept for all Insurance Agents and Real
Estate Agents to work and enjoy a wonderful
deck off the back for lunches and private
time. The Elevator will service all floors.
STAY TUNED FOR NEXT MONTHS PROGRESS.
|
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LOCALLY OWNED
AND OPERATED!

1(855)-443-8548

underwatergreenﬁshinglights.com

Visit us in store:
2215 Gulf Freeway South
LaMarque, TX 77568
402 S. Commercial
Aransas Pass, TX 78336

Don’t let the summer slip away.....

|
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The Pickle Ball Press
By Robert Cowan

What is Pickleball?
Think of tennis, racket ball and ping pong all played on
a short court with paddles and easy to hit plastic balls.
Now it requires the underhand serve be allowed to
bounce along with the return of serve also being allowed
to bounce. Make a “no volley zone “ 7-feet deep in front
of the net on both sides. Each of the doubles players gets
to serve until they lose, scoring only counts when you
serve. First one to eleven and win by two points.
The server calls their score then the opponent’s score and
the server’s position before each serve. For example: 0-1-1
means the # 1 server is serving and his / her team has no
points while their opponent has 1 point. That is basically
it. The most common beginner mistakes include: Do not
let the return of serve bounce. Hit volleys in the no-volley

zone a.k.a. “The kitchen.” Do not underestimation your
the opponent.
Old folks beat the young and girls beat the boys all the
time. Quick eye hand coordination beats fast feet most
of the time. Novice players find themselves in extended
rallies within just a few games. Never met anyone that
played Pickleball and did not enjoy it. There is a nationally ranked player that is 12 y.o. ! Oldest player I
met in the Galveston crew was 90 y.o. (Had to drag up
to take care of one of his daughters). You want to live
a long, healthy life and enjoy the Camaraderie of good
friends, take up Pickleball. The sport is only now catching
on here on Tiki. In many areas, there are waiting lists to
get a court. We are fortunate that the city of Galveston
Recreation Dept. has provided us with a great facility.
See ya. At the courts!

Linda Landrum
Realtor
Broker Associate
409-599-8214
lindalandrum@remax.net

|
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OUR BROKERAGE IS

TIKI ISLA ND A GENTS

#1

Diana Wilson
832.741.9500
Diana.Wilson@GaryGreene.com

Laurie Blum
713.305.6144
Laurie.Blum@GaryGreene.com

YEAR-T O-DATE
A C T I V E L I S TI NG S | L I S TI NG S SOLD
S A LE - S I D E T R ANS AC TI ONS | TOTAL TR ANSACTIONS

Paul & Mickie Christian
713.206.2030
paul92141@aol.com

www.GaryGreene.com

Build and remodeling!
We are ready to change the entire look of
your kitchen, bathroom and the exterior
of your home including decks offering the
best quality of work and service.

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
VAIRON PONCE
832.620.0573

vaironponce@yahoo.com
vpro-construction.com
INSURED BONDED
|
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RE-ELECT TIKI TOM FISHER

Hello Tiki Island!
There will be an election for three Alderman/Women on November 03, 2020. Most of you know me as "Tiki Tom", Tom
Fisher. I have lived, been a developer and a business owner on Tiki Island for over 20 years. My wife; Kat (now
deceased) and I have 4 children and 9 grandchildren who have enjoyed this community as much as you have, we are
grateful to call it home. I have been involved with every aspect of this island and have worked with 5 different mayors
over the time I have been living and working on Tiki Island. Below are some of the items and entities I have been
involved with.
Beautification of the Island
The Civic Association
The Garden Club
The Police / Fire / EMS
The Water Department
City Government (Alderman) 2014-2020; Mayor Pro-Tem (2019-2020)
TX- Dot I-45 entrance beautification
Emergency Management-League City, Galveston County
Planning & Zoning committee
County Commissioner-Joe Guisti, I-45 south and County boat Ramp Area Projects / Maintenance
Roads and Bridge in Tiki Island
Dredging Projects - Perimeter of Tiki Island Waterways
Channel Markings/signage /buoys; Tiki Island and inter-/coastal waterways
City Park, playground, and Pavillion maintenance
Tennis Court-resurfacing/maintenance
All common grounds/green belts, ponds
Hurricane Cleanup- Ike 2008
Paving at the Public Safety Building- Driveway replaced on city park side
All maintenance at Public Safety building
Many other projects;
I am here to serve the island in any manner and on any item requested by the Mayor. I work with the
Mayor on a daily basis as his right hand person, as Mayor Pro-Tem. Thank you from, Tom and (Kat in spirit), she is
our guardian angel watching over us. We miss you and love you more than ever!
Contact Info email tikitomsrv@gmail.com - 409-935-5599
Pol. Adv. by Tom Fisher
|
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IT MAKES THE DESTINATION
WORTH SAVING FOREVER.

"Boo for Bugs"
Call us for all your
pest control needs

Bevis Pest Control
409-945-4214
www.fscbugs.com
We Eliminate Pests!
EXPERIENCE MATTERS!

|
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Galveston Flooring & Furniture
Family owned and operated since 1979
Bassett * Braxton Culler * Stanley Chair * Hunter Douglas

Islands largest supplier of 100% recycled plastic outdoor furniture
4214 Broadway, Galveston | galvestonfurniture.comWaves
| (409)
762-5244
Mag azine | Febr uar y
|
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Raising Galveston’s Elevation by 17 feet After The 1900 Storm
By Jesse Castillo

In our September Anniversary Issue last month, I wrote
a short segment on the construction of the Galveston
Seawall after the 1900 Storm. In that short piece, I left
a little, “Wait a minute, What?” in the second sentence.
“After the 1900 Storm, on September 7, 1901, the Texas
State Legislature approved an act providing for the construction of a Seawall in Galveston. A board of engineers
drafted the plans for the Seawall construction and raising
the city’s elevation by 17 feet.”
There it is, What? Raising the city’s elevation by 17 feet?
How in the world do you do that in 1901! First, a little
history, and as a kid who grew up in Galveston, I have a
great appreciation for Galveston’s history.
In 1839, the City of Galveston adopted a charter and
was incorporated by the Congress of the Republic of
Texas. Shortly thereafter, it became the largest city in
Texas growing into one of the wealthiest cities in the
country in proportion to population. Galveston had a
natural deep-water channel that made it the most important seaport in Texas. More than 70% of the Nation’s
cotton crop passed through the port of Galveston. At
least one thousand ships called on the port every year
and Galveston had the train logistics to accommodate
the Nation. Galveston, with all its wealth was home to
about 37,000 people and they enjoyed many firsts such
as the first telephones and electricity. Galveston’s future
could not have been brighter.
Ok, despite the previous paragraph, my research also
found that just prior to the 1900 Storm, Galveston was
facing some hard times and was essentially bankrupt due
to “inept financial management.” Galveston was on the
edge of financial ruin. So, how in the World would they
survive a catastrophe?
The days in 1900 were well before weather warnings
were available. Galveston residents were unaware of
what was coming. People were lining up on the beach

|

shores to marvel at the cloud formations and the large
waves pounding the shore.
The 1900 Storm devastation to Galveston was
catastrophic.

The highest point on the island was 8 feet. The estimated storm surge was 15 feet that washed over the island
during the night. It could not have been more horrific.
An estimated six to eight thousand people lost their lives.
Some estimates are even higher. It is the worst natural
disaster in U.S. history.
The damage was estimated to be well over 30 million
dollars. I have used several different inflation calculators
and that adds up to almost a billion dollars today. Many
thought it was the end of Galveston Island.
With an unyielding determination, the prominent men
of the city, led by Isaac Kempner, took control of the
local government, and drafted a new city charter that
included provisions to ensure this disaster would never
happen again. They appointed a Board of Engineers that
would design a plan to fortify the city. The first half of
the plan was building the seawall, which I wrote about in
the September issue.
The second half of the plan has been described as, “borderline insanity.” Imagine if you will, being in the audience of that proposal. Ok, I can see the reality of a
17-foot seawall but raising the elevation of the entire city
by 17-feet? How do you do that?
It was a staggering engineering challenge. The grade raising would occur at the same time as the construction of
the seawall. A 17-foot high, 100-foot wide embankment
was to be built behind the seawall to provide structural
support. Yes, that is the seawall Boulevard we drive-on
today. From there, the grade raising would gently slope
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down to the bay to facilitate drainage and sewage systems I know it sounds simple enough but consider the logistics.
This process for the entire Island would be repeated over
The initial grade raising occurred from 1903 to 1911.
and over for 7-8 years. In the meantime, the entire island
was literally a continuously changing network of very precarious catwalks that had to be navigated by residents on
a daily basis for those 7-8 years. It is also interesting that
homeowners were actually held responsible for the cost of
raising their property. Those homeowners who could not
afford the cost to raise their homes would simply move to
their second floor. They actually allowed their first floors
to be filled in.
From 1903-1911, approximately 500 city blocks were
raised where the elevation increased anywhere from 8 to
17 feet above the pre-1900 levels.
The construction of the Seawall and the Grade Raising
project has been recognized by the American Society of
Photographer Zeva B. Edworthy documented the proj- Engineers as one of the most brilliant feats of civil enect. The photo above is from his collection that was do- gineering in the history of our Nation. How’s that for
Science.
nated to the Galveston County museum. This photo
shows the grade raising portion of the project.
Next time you are on Galveston Island, stop at 47th street
As shown in Zeva’s photo above, the engineers enclosed on the Seawall Boulevard. There is a Grade-Raising mon2-3 block sections in earthen levees. They then lifted ument at that location. There is also a Plaque embedded
into the top of the Seawall at 16th street.
all the structures in that section using hand-turned jackscrews. The structures lifted were not just the buildings, Ultimately, it was The Army Corps of Engineers who did
but everything such as streetcar tracks, water pipes, fenc- the job of building the Seawall, but the Grade Raising was
exclusively a Galveston Project designed and paid for by
es, fireplugs, and utilities.
Galvestonians.
Once the buildings were lifted, they were placed on
Recall the last time you were on Galveston Island. Well,
stilts. The sandfill was dredged from the entrance to the depending on where you were, you were standing or drivGalveston Harbor. It was collected with self-loading ing anywhere between two to sixteen feet higher than you
hopper dredges and was then transported to the worksite would have been in 1900.
by a canal specifically built for the project. The canal was
impressive at 2.5 miles long, 20-feet deep and 200-feet
wide.

The dredges discharged sand into the raised sections using a series of large pipes as seen in the photo above.
Once the water drained, and the draining process was
slow, smelly, and not nice to be around, the remaining
dry sand would then be moved to elevate the ground.
After the fill was discharged in the areas to be raised, new
foundations were constructed on top of it.
|
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Pol. Adv. by Hunter Neblett

We live, work and play on Tiki Island.
Let us put our expertise to work for you.
Stop by 101 Tiki Dr. Suite 100A to see us!
:ĂĐŬŝĞ'ƌĞĞƌ͕ZĞĂůƚŽƌ͕DE
Ϯϴϭ͘ϳϴϳ͘ϱϵϲϱ
:ĂĐŬŝĞͺĞŐΛŚŽƚŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ
ǁǁǁ͘:ĂĐŬŝĞ'ƌĞĞƌ͘ĐŽŵ



ϰϮϮ:ĞĂŶŝĞ>ǇŶŶϯͬϮͬϮ—ĞĂƵƟĨƵůĂǇĨƌŽŶƚ,ŽŵĞ͕ƚŚĂƚƌĞͲ
ŵŝŶĚƐǇŽƵŽĨWĂƌĂĚŝƐĞŝŶƐŝĚĞΘŽƵƚ͊Ψϲϯϵ͕ϵϬϬ͘ϬϬ

ϭϯϴdĂŵĂŶĂϰͬϯͬϭ—-zŽƵƌŚŽŵĞŝƐǁĂŝƟŶŐĨŽƌǇŽƵ͊ŶũŽǇƚŚŝƐ
ďĂǇǀŝĞǁǁŝƚŚůŽƚƐŽƉĞŶƌŽŽŵƚŽĞŶƚĞƌƚĂŝŶ͊Ψϱϴϵ͕ϵϬϬ͘ϬϬ

>ŽƚϲϬtŝŶĚƐŽŶŐtĂǇ—ƵŝůĚǇŽƵƌtĂƚĞƌĨƌŽŶƚƌĞĂŵ,ŽŵĞŽŶ
ƚŚŝƐƉĞƌĨĞĐƚƐŝǌĞĐŽƌŶĞƌůŽƚ͊Ψϭϳϵ͕ϵϬϬ͘ϬϬ

ϭϴϭϱWŽƌƚKĂůůϰͬϰ͘ϱͬϯ-ŽŵĞƌĞůĂǆĂƚǇŽƵƌdŝŬŝ/ƐůĂŶĚƌĞƚƌĞĂƚ͊
tŝƚŚǁĞƐŽŵĞǀŝĞǁƐŽĨtĞƐƚĂǇΘ'ƵĞƐƚ,ŽƵƐĞƚŽŽ͊

sŝƐŝƚhƐĂƚϭϬϭdŝŬŝƌ͕^ƵŝƚĞϭϬϬ͕

:ĂĐŬŝŽŽƚŚ͕ZĞĂůƚŽƌ͕E^͕ĞWƌŽ
ϳϭϯ͘ϱϭϲ͘Ϭϲϲϯ
:ĂĐŬŝ͘ŽŽƚŚΛhŶŝƚĞĚ͘ĐŽŵ
ǁǁǁ͘:ĂĐŬŝŽŽƚŚ͘ĐŽŵ

ϭϬϮϲdŝŬŝƌϰͬϯͬϮ—/ƚƐůůďŽƵƚƚŚĞsŝĞǁƐ͊/ŵŵĂĐƵůĂƚĞϰĚƌŵ͕
ĂŶĚŽǀĞƌƐŝǌĞĚƉŽŽůǁͬEĞǁZŽŽĨ͊͊Ψϳϰϳ͕ϬϬϬ͘ϬϬ

ϭϮϴYƵĂǇƐŝĚĞϰͬϯͬϭ—^ƚƵŶŶŝŶŐĂǇĨƌŽŶƚǁͬWŽŽůΘĂŵĂǌŝŶŐǀŝĞǁƐ͊
ŶƚĞƌƚĂŝŶĂůůƚŚĞǁĂǇƚŽƚŚĞZŽŽŌŽƉ͊Ψϭ͕ϮϮϱ͕ϬϬϬ͘

Ϯϭϰ<ĂŚDĞ,Ăϰͬϯͬϭ—ŶũŽǇƚŚĞǀŝĞǁƐŽĨdŝŬŝ>ĂŬĞĂŶĚƌĞůĂǆ
ĂƚǇŽƵƌdŝŬŝĂƌǁŝƚŚƚŚĞƐŽŽƚŚŝŶŐ^ĞĂƌĞĞǌĞ͊ΨϳϮϱ͕ϬϬϬ͘

ϮϭϴŽƌĂŽƌĂƌ͘ϯͬϮͬϮ—ŽŵĞĞŶũŽǇƚŚĞĂǇƌĞĞǌĞĨƌŽŵƚŚĞ
ĚĞĐŬĂŶĚŶƚĞƌƚĂŝŶǁŝƚŚƉůĞŶƚǇŽĨƌŽŽŵĨŽƌĨĂŵͬĨƌŝĞŶĚƐ͊
Ψϰϰϵ͕ϱϬϬ͘ϬϬ

dŝŬŝ/ƐůĂŶĚ͕dyϳϳϱϱϰ

|
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Tiki Tales

Tiki Fabric & Fiber
by Pat Forke

Hi y'all!!!
I'm
Bruno
Sammartino
Shreve

I moved to our island in July. I love to go on long
walks with my mom checking out our new
village. We moved from Prosper, just north of
Dallas, but I like it so much better here! Everyone
is so nice and I love living on the water. If anyone
sees me floating in the canal, could you please
save me? I know I'm big at 80 pounds, but pretty
please? The only thing I wish we had here is a dog
park, so I can run with all my new buddies. Well,
gotta go... it's beach time! Yippee!
TIKI ISLAND is dog poop friendly. Please pick up your dogs poop!!

rockynme2@gmail.com
patforke@gmail.com

God's Girls of
Tiki Island

Bible Study
Location 106 Catamaran
Oct. 7, 14, 21, 28, 2020
Time 6:00 PM

Come Join Us and
Bring A Friend

Follow Us on Facebook for all
updated events
|

November 3. 2020
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Lets Give
Them
Pumpkin To
Talk About

PUMPKIN CARVING DAY
@
COMISKEY BUILDING
OCT 10TH 11-2
|
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